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PA S TO R  C O DY  J O H N S O N

Axe to Grind: an issue that needs to be eliminated or changed in our lives 
so we can experience the abundant life God has for us.

Axe to Grind #5:                                                                                                 

Our                                                                    is ruining our                                                       .

Selfishness –                                

Advanced sin issues –                                            

Divorce –                                             

What is worse than divorce?

Getting                                                                  you                                   

“And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your 
own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?”  Matthew 16:26

How can we take a more selfless approach to marriage?

1.                          to                                                     .

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires 
of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  
Galatians 5:24

For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord.   
Ephesians 5:22

For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her.  Ephesians 5:25

Marriage only works if you both die to yourself.

2.                                                      .

“I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.”   
John 13:15

3. Have a                                                                                  .

For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But 
don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your 
freedom to serve one another in love.  Galatians 5:13

“After you hear each other’s ideas and feelings, one of you decides that on this 
occasion, it is best to do what the other has in mind. This is a total sacrifice of 
your original idea, choosing rather to do what your spouse desires and to do it 
with a positive attitude.” – Gary Chapman

Will you die first with a great attitude?
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