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THE APPLICATION IS WHAT MATTERS 
DANNY ANDERSON

We all have the tendency to      hear       and not   do   . 

When you fail to act, the results are            devastating               .
1. You don’t      grow     .
2. You don’t make the      impact           God intended you to make. 

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you 
are only fooling yourselves. James 1:22

You are giving something value that has no value at all.

It’s not the listening that matters, it’s the      doing      that makes the difference. 
For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a 
mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you 
look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it 
says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 
James 1:23-25
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what 
you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

In the application, there is         freedom                 .
Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if 
you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because 
it had been founded on the rock.” Matthew 7:24-25

When you      choose       to live in community, you         increase        the 
likelihood of becoming a doer.

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another... Hebrews 10:24-25

Audio and video messages are available at eclife.org under “RECENT MESSAGE” on the home page.
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For Group Discussion
Answer these questions prior to your Small Group meeting this week.

Introduction
In the midst of our crowded existence, many people live lonely lives. We all live and 
work in a sea of humanity, but some end up missing out on the benefits of regular, 
meaningful relationships. You may have sensed this need when you first joined a small 
group. Today, we will look into our own group experience to determine how effective 
we are at protecting each other against the threats that come when we live our lives in 
isolation.

Discussion Questions

1.	We all have the propensity to hear and not do. Share the most recent time 
when you heard something that you knew you should do but didn’t end up 
doing. Why didn’t you take action?

What are the unfortunate results of not taking action on something you know 
you should?

2.	God knew we would struggle with this, so he warns us through James. 
Read James 1:22. When we fail to hear and not do, how exactly are we fooling 
ourselves?

3.	Read Matthew 7:24-27. What are you doing to ensure your “house” is built 
on the rock? Take a moment to evaluate the different areas of your life and 
how aligned they are with God’s word. In what areas of your life are you failing 
to build your “house” on the rock?

4.	 When we do take action on what God reveals to us through his word, the 
results are amazing. Read James 1:23-25. How does the application of God’s 
word lead to freedom? Where have you experienced freedom in your own life, 
and what steps did you take to reach freedom in this area?

Where do you need to be set free through the application of God’s word? 
Who can you support this upcoming week so they too can experience freedom 
through the application of God’s word?

Smal l  Group Quest ions Continued

OUTREACH: GROUPS IN ACTION
OUR CHURCH
Come and help us caffeinate those who attend our weekend services by joining 
the Host Team. On the Host Team, you will be included in a group of people 
who are scheduled to keep the welcome warm and the coffee hot. If you are 
interested or need more information, contact Martha Neidenberger at 
mneidenberger@eclife.org.

OUR COMMUNIT Y
The Refuge needs your help providing meals for people in need. Each week the 
Refuge provides meals for single moms, elderly couples, or family/individuals 
who have recently experienced a tragedy. Something as simple as a hot meal 
can help relieve some stress and pressure from someone who could use a break. 
Your small group can help by preparing some home-cooked meals. For more 
information, contact Kerry Jones at kjones@eclife.org.

OUR WORLD
Emmanuel will be part of a women’s conference in Nicaragua August 25-28, and 
there are two ways you can help. First, commit to pray for the team who will 
travel to share God’s love to more than 1,000 conference attenders. Secondly, 
gift bags with small lotions, small note pads, sunglasses, and various other small 
items will be given to many who attend the conference. If you would like to 
purchase and donate any of these items, contact Kerry Jones at 
kjones@eclife.org.

Action Step
Fill in the blanks below for this upcoming week. 

My action steps are                                                                                

                                                                                                                       .

I’m accountable for                                             , and their action steps are

                                                                                                                       .

My memory verse is                                                                               .

This coming week, I’m praying for: 


