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And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God... Ephesians 4:30
“…it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate 
won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you.”  
John 16:7
Advocate: Comforter, Helper, Counselor
Better to have God with you at all times rather that sometimes.

“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment…” John 16:8

1. The Holy Spirit will nudge you away from       sin      .
All wrongdoing is sin… 1 John 5:17

“Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than 
you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.”  

— Ravi Zacharias 
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be 
doing what your sinful nature craves. Galatians 5:16

2. The Holy Spirit will nudge you toward       righteousness      .
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and  
all these things will be added to you.” Matthew 6:33
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  
Psalm 23:3

3.  The Holy Spirit will nudge you to keep your       judgment        
in mind.
And just as each person is destined to die once and after that 
comes judgment... Hebrews 9:27
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  
Romans 14:10
I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness 
of the wicked: There is no fear of God before their eyes.  
Psalm 36:1

Will you allow the Holy Spirit to influence your life?
Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19

How will you allow the Holy Spirit to influence you?
“...no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.”  
1 Corinthians 12:3

WEEK 4

CONVICT AND CONVINCE

DANNY ANDERSON

Group Prep
In preparation for small group, read John 16:1-15, then answer the 
following discussion questions.

Introduction
The Holy Spirit plays different roles in our life—revealing truth, 
using our gifts, and seeking reconciliation. The Holy Spirit also 
convicts and convinces by nudging us away from sin and towards 
righteousness. As we learn to listen and recognize the voice of the 
Holy Spirit, our lives should more and more exemplify the life of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Does your life look more like the life of Jesus 
as the days, months, and years go by? If we listen to the nudge, it 
should.

Discussion Questions 
1. Which of the previous topics regarding the Holy Spirit has best 
helped you grow in your understanding of how the Holy Spirit 
works in our lives? What have you learned from the current series 
that has most benefited you?

2. What stood out when reading John 16:1-15? Jesus said, “It is best 
that He leave so the Advocate can come.” Why would Jesus say 
this? How have you experienced the conviction of the Holy Spirit 
recently?

There are three convictions the Holy Spirit will nudge us toward: 
The Holy Spirit will nudge you away from sin. – Why would the 
Holy Spirit detour us from sin? Ravi Zacharias said, “Sin will take 
you further than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to 
stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” How has this quote 
played out in your life? How do you guard against engaging in sinful 
behavior when temptation strikes?

The Holy Spirit will nudge you toward righteousness. – Read 
Matthew 6:33 and Psalm 23:3. How would you describe 
righteousness? In what area of life would you try to convince 

someone that righteousness is the best choice and the better way? 
What role did the Holy Spirit play in leading you to this revelation? 
In what area of your heart are you currently pursuing righteousness 
and how so? 

The Holy Spirit will nudge you to keep your judgment in mind. – 
Don’t let the day of judgment scare you, let it instruct you. How 
do we position the idea of judgment in a way that leads us to think 
about daily guidance from the Holy Spirit?

3. How does a life submitted to the Holy Spirit help us live the 
abundant life and build God’s Kingdom? What are you doing now 
that you weren’t doing before to be more aware of the nudge of the 
Holy Spirit? 

Action Step 
4. How are you “stiff-arming” the nudge of the Holy Spirit, and what 
changes need to be made so you will allow the nudge of the Holy 
Spirit to influence you moving forward? 
My action step is                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                     .
I will encourage and pray for                                      to follow through, 
and their action step is                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                     .
My memory verse is                                                                                  .
This coming week, I’m praying for                                                                
                                                                                                                     . 

Outreach: Groups in Action
Collect new and gently used hats, gloves and scarves. All sizes 
accepted. They will be passed out through The Refuge as the cold 
weather approaches.
Come on Wednesday nights from 6:00-9:00pm and help stock 
Emmanuel’s Greenwood Campus auditorium with connection cards 
for the weekend services. This is a need every week. 
For more information about these opportunities, please contact  
Kerry Carmichael at kcarmichael@eclife.org. 


